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: Inevitable Emigration. } 

(From the London Cosmopolitan, Sept. 17, 1874.] 7 
For some time past, especially since the fall 
of Sedan, a very earnest etfort has been made 
to arrest the tide of emigration from the Old 

w orld to tbe New. The panic, which, begin- 
ning in September, 1873, in America, has more 

or less extended over the area of civilization, 
has served to diminish those large additions to 
the population of the United States which have 
contributed so much to its wealthand pros- 
perity; butitis worthy of notice that the Bigncs 
which have attracted so many of the peoplesof 
ws Europe to the great Republic of the West are 
nartnu not likely to be permanently affected, neither 
by the obstacles interposed by Germany nor by 


| 4} striging in this letter than the statement that 
the money-value ot these emigrants. at an 
annual rate of 300,000 souls, is, to the United 
States, nearly tour hundred mullions of dol- 
lars—more than one million perday. Nocause, 
however, stimulates emigration more than the 
apprehension of war. be fact that Germany 
and France put theirentire male population in 
the army from 19 to21,contrasted with the other 
fact that in the United States the moment an 
emigrant lands he 1s entitled toall the rights 
and privileges of citizenship, with the excep~ 
tion ot suffrage, to enjoy which he must un- 
dergoa probation of five years, constitutes 
an irresistible temptation, added to the un- 
common inducements explained by the letter 
in the Observer, which are further increased 
by the inducement that he can purchase land 
at six shillings an acre, or, at most, for twelve 
shillings, situated,in»the richest territories of 
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& 


b the apparently concerted efforts of the British the Union. When the stranger reaches Chi- 
7 new gyanare. A very remarkable letter from eago, 900 miles from New York, he finds a ALY aptinneett 
New York in the London Observer of Sunday last house on the cars ready made to his hands, ‘ , 


which he carries with him to his destination at. 
a small cost, and which requires very 
} little..Jabor, to put up om the farm 
} he has located for himself, hese buildings 
are in sections, including doors, windows, 
floors, walls, glass, locks, supplemented» by 
cheap household utensils and agricultural im- 
plements, even to the seeds. If he desires to 
remain on the Atlantic coast he will find hun- 
dreds of thousands of cheap lands in Pennsyl- 
vania, Delaware, and Maryland, not more 
than five or ten hours trom New York. Of 
course, he must pay more for theselands than 
if he travelled 2,000 miies to Kansas or Minne- 
sota. With all our tree-trade convictions it is 
impossible to deny that the incentive of nigh 
wages paid to labor of all sorts in the 
United States does have a powerful in- 
fluence, and even it we were disposed to 
question or to deny the tact as a conseqnence 
or protection, the large exodus of skilled 
workmen from England must be admitted. 


; > | —perhaps the most authoritative paper 
mnrGg'an i class—describing the State Ermigtent Tanater 
} depot at Castle Garden, New York city, will 
vu domore to strengthen the cause of emigration 
A | to America than eta of the efforts to weaken 
lia * JoAfY, \ it. In fact, the New York letter in the Observer 
u 4) isan unconscious and Overwhelming answer 
to many of the accusations of the other 
London papers. If it be true that such ex- 
traordinary pains are taken to promote the 
comfort of the new citizens coming from 
England, Wales, Scotland, lreland, and the 
Continental nations, then certainly there can 
be little truth in the extravagant assertion 
30hat bad been made that persons leaving this 
~and ether countries only go to encounter 
new hardships and fresh trials on the other 
side of the ocean. In) this letter there is 
& detailed statement of the organization in 
New York, which proves. its snccess , in 
promoting safety in landing the emi- 
grant, and his security when lande@; his 
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relief from the importunities of the } - 
sharks who throng all seaport isiwitnereue 


on Ward’s Island. If he be in goed h 

is taken to the Rotunda, a large eirenlar bula® 
ing in the centre ot the great depot, which 
covers 50,000 square teet, and has a dome tor 
ventilation seventy-five feet high,divided into 
compartments for the different nationalities, 
The emigrants are then registered — their 
pames and their former residences—and 
are immediately sent forth to the dif- 
ferent destinations they have selected 
for themselves. Their baggage. is then 
carefully assorted and distributed, after which 
it ig sent, tree of cnarge, to the steamboats or 
railroads which are to take them to their fu- 

bred g homes. Those who desire to stay ia the 
city have their little Property distributed in 
the Same way. They get their money changed 
for United States currency at reasonable rates 

fixed bylaw. There is an ‘* Information De- 

raheem where the emigrant may at once 

discover the post office of their relations. The 

most interesting part of the scene is one which 

we have more than once witnessed on the ar- 

rival ot an army ot these new-comers—the call- 

ing out of their respective names by an officer 

&ppointed for that purpose. He says, ** John 

Brown, of Aston, Berks??? —+¢ Here,’ 

shouts an eager lad. ‘* Yonder is your 

mother,?? as he direets the lad» to the’ 


Not less effective 1s the common sebool system 

of America. By the census of 1870, we find 

that in that year there were 5,120,052. male and 

5,118,008 female children in the public schools 

ot the United States, taught entirely free; and 

in this noble work $64,030,673 were spent, of 

which $58,855,507 came from taxation or out of 
the public tunds. Discount the United States 

by everything that is alleged against it, by 

the frequent defalcations of many officials, 

by what we conceive to be the evil infin-. 
ence of a teo widely extended sutfrage, it 
must be borne in mind that these are evils 

which can hardly atfect the emigrant, as we 

believe they are evils which must be cured in 

the course of time by the better example of 
Great Britain. Emigration is inevitable; the 

very pause in the current since the panic of 
1873 only accumulates the desire of our poor 
men to go to other fields. When we consider 

that all these treasures are found in a country 
at peace with itself, governed by an elective 
administration, and protected by an army of 
not more than 35,000 men, blest with a fair 
climate, where the emigrant can have the of- 
fer of cheap land in the North or Sonth, we 
think we are justified in saying that emigra- 

tion to America is among the absolute inevita- 

bilities of the future, 
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»-The immigrant arrivals at Castle Garden yester 
day numbered 766. The steamer Thuringia brought 445, the 


Glamorgan 11, and the City of Antwerp 310. At this season of the 
the immizration consists principally of Germans from the Province 
{ Mecklenburg. They are almost all farmers, who, having disposed of 
heir property in the old country at the end of harvest, come here well 
rovided with money, and at once settle in the Western States, where 
they become industrious residents, About 50 families of Mennonites, 

ho arrived op Wedpesday, started for the West yesterday by the Eie 
ilway. v d0.-1 B14 4 


Walting-room, And this is indefinitely re-' 


peated amidst an excitement difficult to de- 
eribe. Some of the emigrants cunnot read, 
and immediately a clerk is provided, who 
talks their own language, to write to their 
friends, em Edwards, xs cannot 
come to meet his father in New York, so he 
sends the railway fare to the treasurer of the 
institution, The old man is put intoa com- 
fortable car and sent 2,000 mills rejoicing to | 
meet his boy. There is another department 
called ‘‘The Labor Exchange,’’ where male 
and female emigrants are waiting to be hired. 

Here mav be found assembled many of the 
most respectable Jadies of New York, and | 
many men anxious to employ the new labor | 
that has just arrived. he importance of. 

this arrangement may be interred from 
the fact at in 1868 the agency found 
employment for 31,143 emi nts—18,114 males 
and 13,029 females, In 1869 these figures rose. 
to 22,844 males and 12,111 femaies. Th 
hospital for the sick consists ot a vast bullding, | 
with a corridor 400 feet in length, two stories 


in height, inclu we" ery Or children’s 
home, a refuge bail fe enna is chore 
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' PARKMAN’S CANADA. — 


THE OLD REGIME IN CANADA. By FrAncis PARK- 


y MAN. 12wo0. pp. 445. Little, Brown, & Co. 

The peopling of Canada, according to the piquant 
narrative of the author, was mainly due to Louis 
XIV. Prior to his accession, the whole population 
did not exceed twenty-five hundred. He had scarcely 
attained his majority, when the shipment of emi- 
grants to the colony was made a systematic busi- 
ness. Most of them were drawn from the north- 
western provinces. Although some writers have 
denounced them in unmeasured terms, they seem in 
the main to have been a decent peasantry. A part 
of them could read and write, and some had a little 
money. ‘The method of supplying the new settlers 
with wives, was without any tinge of romance. 
Girls were taken from the hospitals, which were 
rather asylums for the poor than houses for the sick. 
Complaints, however, were soon heard that women 
from the cities made indifferent partners, and 
peasant girls, accustomed te field work, were de- 
manded in their place. But officers as well as men 
wanted wives, anda request was made for a con- 
signment of young ladies. “The character of these 
candidates for matrimony has not escaped the pen 
of slander. The caustic La Hontan, writing fifteen 
or twenty years after, draws the following sketch of 
the mothers of Canada: ‘After the regiment of 


| Carignan was disbanded, ships were sent out 


freighted with girls of indifferent virtue, under the 
direction of a few pious old duennas, who divided 
them into three classes. These vestals were, so to 
speak, piléd one on the other in three different 
halls, where the bridegreoms chose their brides as a 
butcher chooses his sheep out of the midst of the 
flock. \ There was wherewith to content the most 


fantastical in these three harems; for here were _ 


to’bescen the tall and the short, the blond and 


the. brown, the plump and the lean; everybody, in | 


short, found a shoe to fit him. At the end of a fort- 


“night not one was left. Iam told that the plumpest 


were taken first, because it was theught that, being 
less active, they were more likely to keep at home, 


.and that they could resist the Winter cold better, 


Those who wanted a wite applied to the directresses, 
to whom they were obliged to make kuown their 
possessions and means of livelihood before taking 
from one of the three classes the girl whom they 
found most to their hEing. The marriage was con- 
eluded forthwith, with the help of a priest anda 


notary, and the next day the governor-general | 


caused the couple to be presented with an ox, a 
cow, @ pair of swine, a pair of fowls, two bar- 
rels of salted meat, and eleven crowns in money.” 
This sketch of the girls, Mr. Parkman regards as 
a malicious caricature. From the commencement of 
the colony, it was always the practice to send back 
to France women of this class, as soon as they be- 
came. noterious. Still mistakes would occur. 
“ Along with tie honest people,” complains Mother 
Mary, “ comes a great deal of canaiile of both sexes, 
who cause a great deal of scandal.” It was found 
that some of the young women who had been mar- 
ried at Quebec had husbands at home. The priests 
became cautious in tying the knot. It was then 
ordered that each girl should obtain a certificate 
from the curé or magistrate of her parish that she 
was free to marry. The annual consignment of 
young women was shipped to Quebec in charge of a 


| frenzy of activity. 


matron appointed by the King. Her task was not 
an easy one, for the troop under her eure was apt to 
consist of what Mother Mary facetiously called 
“ mixed goods.” An ample bazar was provided for 
the inspection of the damsels. The awkward young 
peasant or the rugged soldier was required tu choose 
» bride without delay. The new'settler was at once 
enticed and driven inte wedlock. Bounties were 
offered on early marriages. Each young man who 
married before the age of twenty, and each girl who 
married before the age of sixteen, received twenty 
livres, exclusive of the dowry presented by the king. 
This varied greatly in form and yalue. It was some- 
times a house with. provisions for eight months, 
More often it was fifty livres in household supplies, 
besides a barrel or two of salted meat. No mercy 
was shown to the obdurate bachelor. Unmarried 
men were forbidden to hunt, fish, trade with the 
Indians, or go into the woods under any pretense 
whatever. In short, they were made as miserable 
as possible. Tho success of these measures was 
complete. No sooner did the vessels arrive than the 
young men went to get wives, and the number was 
so great that they were often marzied by thirties at 
a time. ‘Throughout the length and. breadth of 
Canada, Hymen, if vot Cupid, was whipped into a 
Dollies de Casson tells us of a 
widow who was married afrésh before her late hus- 
band was buried.” 
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after 21 days, who will collect 20 cents, beside fine of 2 cents 
a day, including Sundays and holidays; not to be lent out 
of the borrower’s household, and not to be kept by transfers 
more than one month; to be returned at this Hall. 
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